WELCOME TO KEY WEST

& SHERATON SUITES!

We Love Having You Here!

Come see your concierge for a map, discount coupons, parking, dining information, a MENU book, directions, and other information. Call (305)293-4999 & (305) 747-0453 and ask for Petie or Pavla, your concierge at the Sheraton Suites.
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Did you know?...
Key West is probably one of the best known small towns anywhere!!!.

It is rumored, that it is small enough to fit into NYC’s Central Park. It is only 2 by 4 miles.

What makes Key West so desirable?

[image: image2.wmf]Sunshine All Year Long!
Weather: average temperature: 84 SUMMER & 69 WINTER, and the best thing is: It is almost always SUNNY!!! We are The Frost-Free City! Key West claims to be the only city in the lower 48 states never to have had a frost.

[image: image3.wmf]Great Bars and lots of them! Key West has more bars per capita than any other place in the country!
Parties! Parties going on everywhere! We use any excuse we can to celebrate, so each evening we gather at Mallory Square to watch the sun go down and call it a Sunset Celebration! This is the 1st MUST See for your visit here.

[image: image4.wmf]Key West is an island of unique charm, with lots of art, activities, water sports, fishing, nightlife, music, history and some of the best restaurants found anywhere!

[image: image5.wmf]Key West is a little more laid back, a little more accepting, a little more tolerant and a little less judgmental than most places. Tolerance is a rule, and differences are to be celebrated and accepted!!!
Key West is The Southernmost City in the United Sates. It is like being on a Caribbean Island right here in the US!
[image: image6.wmf]Warm tropical waters surround the island, and the Keys boast the only Living Coral Reef in North America, and the 3rd Largest Barrier Reef in the world.  I recommend you partake in a stimulating snorkeling experience or even go diving!   See our guide for Key West activities.
[image: image7.wmf]Accessible by Auto! A drive of 135 miles (mostly on a 2 lane highway), connects this charming island to the “mainland” and numerous other islands, by 42 different bridges. You cannot get lost. There is only one road. You will never have to ask directions, just drive south. 

Dress Code in Key West?  CASUAL IS THE RULE!  What does a Conch (native born Key Wester) say, when someone is dressed up in a suit and tie? “Not guilty your honor!”
[image: image8.wmf]Only in Key West can you follow in the footsteps of Ernest Hemingway, listen to true stories of pirates, shipwrecks and ghosts, explore civil war forts, and discover treasures of sunken galleons!

[image: image9.wmf]Did you know that at one time, Key West was the richest city in the U.S.? This was due to the business of Wrecking, a once legal form of “looting” the hundreds of shipwrecks that were constantly crashing offshore. It became an industry in Key West, and made the city very wealthy. You can see the actual treasures in the Mel Fisher Museum, and you can learn the history of the Wreckers in the Shipwreck Historeum. With actors, films, laser technology and actual artifacts, they do make “history come alive.”
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Being in a hurry is unacceptable here in Key West, so “Slow Down, This Ain’t The Main Land!” AND please don’t forget to check your attitude at the door! Jimmy Buffet describes it best when he      says, “Changes in Latitude, Changes in Attitude!” 
[image: image11.wmf]Parking: A PREMIUM in Key West. You will pay for every inch of real estate you park on! Ask your concierge for the best way to get around and the cheapest parking. We are here to help you! 
Duval Street: Is the main street. It runs North and South. Duval Street is “the longest street in the world” as it runs from the Gulf of Mexico to the Atlantic Ocean. Clever isn’t it, but it is really only a little over a mile from “sea to shining sea.”

[image: image12.wmf]Running parallel to Duval Street is Whitehead Street. At the South end of the island is the Southernmost Point of the USA, Ernest Hemingway’s House is on the corner of Olivia St. You can also take a picture of Mile Marker ZERO, at the very end of US1, on Fleming Street.

THE SIX MAIN REASONS why Key West is so unique from a “water point of view”
FIRST: We have the only living coral reef in North America, snorkeling and diving provide a first-hand underwater experience! All equipment on the snorkeling trips is provided, including instructions, fresh water showers, and wetsuits (if needed).

               SECOND: We also have a “Dolphin playground” in the Gulf of Mexico where you can see dolphins in the wild, just as they should be. So join us on a “Safari trip”, to observe dolphins playing, sleeping and eating in their own natural habitat! Only 6 people allowed onboard, all equipment, refreshments, and fresh water showers provided.
THIRD: We have wonderful Sunset Sails, providing you with the perfect end to your day in paradise. Enjoy a REAL sail aboard a tall ship, even help to pull the sails up! Enjoy live music onboard, have a margarita, and take pleasure in the complimentary beer, wine, and champagne bar!

FOURTH:  FISHING!!! If you have a chance GO FISHING! It is simply amazing. Only 15 miles offshore you can catch Sailfish, Marlin, Tuna, King Fish, Grouper, and Snapper just to name a few. So GO and catch your own dinner, or just have a thrill catching a Sailfish! 

FIFTH: SCUBA DIVING! Come and explore THE VANDENBERG – The 2nd largest artificial shipwreck reef in the world! The Vandenberg sinking occurred May 27, 2009 seven miles south of Key West in approximately 140 feet of water. There are scuba trips daily to explore the wreck site.
[image: image13.wmf]SIXTH: WATERSPORT! Waverunners, parasailing, water trampoline, climbing ice-berg, kayaking, waterskiing, banana boat ride ….there are so many choices to have fun on the water! Choose one activity or try them all in a day-package and lunch 
Here are some fun facts about Key West:

April 22, 1982 Key West seceded from the United States and declared itself the Conch Republic. The Pelican became the official Republic Bird and the Hibiscus the official Republic Flower. The Conch Republic applied for foreign aid from the United States.
In 1890 Key West had a population of nearly 18,800 and was the biggest city in Florida.
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Today Key West is a home to about 25,500 people!
People born in Key West are called Conchs.
The highest elevation in Key West is Solares Hill, 18 feet above sea level.

Key West has the most inhabitants of any of the keys. Of the 800 keys, only 30 are inhabited by people.


U.S Highway 1 runs the length of the United States from Fort Kent, Maine to Key West, a distance of 2,209 miles.

On October 28, 1927, the first international flight was from Key West to Havana Cuba. The flight was made by Pan American Airlines, and their original ticket office can still be seen at the corner of Whitehead and Caroline Streets. It is now a restaurant called Kelly's, named for the owner, Kelly McGillis, who starred in Top Gun and Witness.

During the Civil War Key West, although the southernmost city in the country, was Yankee territory. Key West was the only place where you had to go north to fight for the South.

There are about 40 cats living at the Hemingway House, all descended from Ernest Hemingway's cat. Most have six or seven toes on their front paws. All of them are named for movie stars.
Key West was originally called Cayo Hueso which means island of bones, allegedly for all of the Indian bones that were found on the island. The name, Key West is an Americanization of Cayo Hueso.
There are no natural beaches in Key West. All the sand is brought in on barges from the Bahamas.

